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LIFE HISTORY OF SRI VERARAGHAVA
SATAKOPA YATHEENDRA MAHADESIKAN

37TH ALAGIYASINGAR OF
SRI AHOBILA MUTT

—-—lll*—'

This Alagiasingar was born in the Christian era 1845
corresponding to the Tamil Year Krodhi}in the month
of Masi in Pushya Nakshatram in Sukla PakshalDwadasi
in the village of Pillaipakkam which is two miles south-
east of Sripsrumbudur (Chengelput Dt) which is the birth
place of Sri Ramanuja. His father was Sri Veera Raghava-
chariar, who was a renowned scholar in Visishtadwaita
Philosophy and his mother was Srimathi Kanakavalli.

“The Acharya was named Gopalachariar. He had one

elder brother, on2 younger brother and five sisters,

He started studying scriptures even at the young
age of saven, after receiving Panchasamskara from his
Acharya Sri Srivan Satakopa Sri Satakopa Y atheendra
Maha Desikan, the 33rd Jser Rri of Ahobila Mutt.

He married Komalammal and observed Grihastha-
asrama Dharma as laid down in Sastras. H e studied
Vyakarana and Nyaya sastras uadsr the jeradi terschola
Mahamahopadhyaya Sri jKrishna A Thathachariar, also
known as Thirupputkuzhi Swami.

- He commenced the learning of Adhyathma sastra
(Vedantha Sastra) under his Acharya Sri Satako pa Maha
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Dni-lmn in  Thirepathi. There was a bieak in his

studies, when his Acharya had to leave Thirupathi

on Sanchara (tour) to various places to bless his sishyas.

He completed his Kalakshepa in Vedantha Sastra under
the next (34th) Alagiasingar of Sri Ahobila Mutt S1i Srivan
Satakopa Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Maha
Desikan, popularly known as Athipattu Alagiasingar.

The Athipatin Alagiasingar appointed the !Pillai-
pakkam Swami as the Sri Karyam of Ahobila Mutt.
Under instructions from Sri Alagiasingar, the Swami
undertook and completed the making of a Golden
Palanquin for Lord Sri Veera Raghava of Tiruvellore and
thus earned the commendation of his Acharya. He
had his * Bharasamarpanam * done in the Tamil Year
Chitrabbhanu in the month of Avani by his illustrious
Acharya, the Athipattu Alagiasingar.

After the Arhipattu Alagiasingar attained the lotus
feet of the Lord, Srivan Satakepa Sri Ranganatha
Satakopa Yatheendra Maha Desikan, who was also known
as Kalathur Alagiasingar, assumed the Peetam as the 35th
Alagiasingar of the Ahobila Muit. The Pillaipakkam
Swami continued as Sri Karyam of the Sri Ahobila Mutt
during the period of Kalathur Alagiasingar also.

At that time there were some damages in the right
hand of Moclavar Sri Veera Raghavan which was not
repaired for a long time. It would appear that Lord
Sri Veera Raghava came in the dream of Pillaipakkam
Swamiand disclosed to him that he found it difficult 1o
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get up in view of the defect in his haod. The Lord
asked him whether he should not take steps to set righs
the hand with the hzlp of an able doctor. Atter he woke
up, he narrated the drsam to the Alagiasingar who
had made arrangements for rectifying the defect in the
hand of Lord Sri Veera Raghava.

After the Kalathur Alagiasingar attained eternal
bliss, Pillaipakkam Swami returned to his village and
lived there to attend on his old ailing mother,
After somes time he purchased a house in Sriperumbudur
where he settled down in order to have caily worship
of Sri Bhashyakara Swami. At that 1ime, a number of
Srivaishnavas including those belonglng to thepacharya
Sampradaya studied Vedantha under this Swami. It was
at this time that he composed the stothra YATHIRAJA
BHOGAM in praise of Sri Ramanuja.

He learnt Divya Prabandba like Tiruvoimozhi,
K anninunchiruthambu and Ramanuoja Nootrandadi
from one Kayar Sri Satakopachariar. Afier compleiing
this course of Divya Prabandha, he had an ardeng
desire to worship Sri Nammalwar at Alwar Tireoagari,
He, therefore, undertook a pilgrimags of divya desams
in the south. Duaring this tour, he performed Mangala-
sasanam of the presiding Lords of Tiruvahindirapuram,
Sri Rangam, Thirumayyam, Thirukottiyur, Thirupgullani
and Sethu. After finishing the Sethusnanam he proceeded
to Alwar Thirunagari and stayed there for twenty
days.
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During his stay at Alwar Thironagari he recited
Kanninunchiruthambu one thousond times. Afrer
worshipping the deities in Nava Thiruppathi he prozeeded
to Vanamamalai from where he went to Thirukkurungudi
where he lived for some time. While he was a4
Thirukkurungudi he got a telegram that his mother’s
health was serious at Sriperumbudur. The Swami who
would not travel by train or bus, relaxed his principle
with the object of reaching home quickly and attend on
his ailing mother. After he reached home, his mother’s
health improved.

In this hurry to reach home, he forgot to bring with
him his SRI BHASHYA KOSA from Thirukkurungudi. He
considered his forgetful act as a punishment meted out
to him by God for having violated his principle of non-
travel by train. He was intensely feeling for bis lapse
beforc God. After some time the Sri Kosa was restored
to him just in time for him to commence his parayanam
for the ensuing Thirnnakshathram of his Acharya.

It was during this peried that he composed a numker
of works, the details of which are given separately,

In the Tamil Year Nandana, ir the month of Thai
he went to Kanchipwram and lived there for about a
year. During this pericd a number of Sri Vaishnavas
had Sri BHASHYA kalakshepa under cur Swami. He
returncd to Sriperumbudur in the month of Margazhi
in the Tamil Year Jaya. Oneday he was presented with a
copy of Thiru Aarayirappadi (commentary ¢n Thiruvoi-
mozhi) by one of his admirers, He took this as an
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order of the Lord that he should taks up the study of
D'Wﬂ-_l’fabandhn. He had his Kalakshepa in Thiru
A arayirappadi under one Kayar Srinivasa Raghavachariar.

_ After the completion of his Kalakshepain Bhagsvad-
sthay'a, he lived in Kauchipuram for some time. After
his mother’s death, ha completed the obsequies of his
mother. At that time his wife was also seriously ailing.
As he was performing the ceremonics of his mother,
he did not desire to perform tha ceremonies of his wife
whose survival was considered doubtful. He, therefore,

adopied his younger’s brother second son Ramanujam
as his son.

~ Next year, in the month of Karthigai, his guru Sri
Srinivasa Raghavachariar from whom he had Kala-
kshepum on Baghavad Vishaya sent word to him that he
proposed to enter Apath Sanyasa Asramam, OCn hear-
ing this news, he rushed to Poonamallee where his
Guru was staying. In his presence, his Guru obtained
Sanyasa Asramam and from him hLe gol the Presha mantra
upadesa and also obtained kashaya, After completing
his Aparakriyas, he returned io Sriperumbudur.

One day Sri Bhashyakara appeared before him in his
dream and ordered him to take up Sanyasa ashramam,

Thereafter he performed the upanayanam of his son at
Kanchipuram.

In the year of Havilambi, after atter 4 the
Brahmothgiva o Lord Audi Kesava Perumal and Sri
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Bhashyakarar, he went to Tiruvallur. On Adi Poornima.
day in the same year he adopted the sanyasa asramam
in the immediate presence of Sri Tenkanikkottai Swami
H.H. Sri Varada Ramanuja Mahadesikan from whom he
obtained kashaya and he named him as VEERA-
RAGHAVA SATAKOPAN. Asthe day of his assuming
Sanyasa Asramam happened to synchoronise with the
Chathurmasya Sankalpa day, he decided to stay at
Tirnvallar for the Sankalpa period in the cottage erected
for him by the side of the temple tank.

At that time the District Munsif of Tiruvallur, who
was an Advaita Vidwan, came to worship the Swami to
seek clarification on certain portions of Sruthi Geetha In
Bhagavatham. To dispel his doubts, he wrote Sruthi
Geetha Vyakhyanam. After Sankalpa, he proceeded to
Kanchipuram where he stayed for some time worshipping
Lord Sri Varadaraja. It was at that time he gave discourses
on works like Rahasyathraya Sara to some of his disciples.
He also composed Sariraka Suprabhatba in praise of
Lord Sri Varadaraja and also composed one sloka as an
addition to Sri Vedantha Desika’'s GODA STUTHI
to make it 30 verses. He alio completed Vedantha
Kousthuba Saram.

At that time one Sri Ayya Raghunathachariar wanted
to instal an idol of Sri Vedantha Cesika in a small
temple constructed opposite to the Temple in Thoopul.
He requested Pillaipakkam Swami to have the
= Prathishtai®® performed in the tem ple of Lord Sri Veera
Raghava in Tiruvallur. Accordingly, the Pillaipakkam
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‘Swami proceeded to Tiruvallur and had Vedantha Desika
idol installed in Tiruvallur according to the prescribed
religious rites., This Vedantha Desika idel is the one now
installed in Sri Ahobila Mutt, Triplicane, The festival of
Sri Vedantha Desika in Triplicane Mutt is conducted on a
very grand scale every year and the power and ** Shakthi ™

of the idol is partly attributed to the yogic touch of the
Swami,

From Tiruvallur he proceeded to Sriperumbudur to
-worship Sri Bhashyakarar. Afterwards, he worshipped
Thirukkachi Nambi at Poonamalle, Thirumazhisai Alwar
at Thirumazhisai and procseded to Kanchipuram where he
stayed for Sankalpa. Afterwerds he proceeded to Thiru-
pathi and after worshipping Sri Srinivasa, he returned to
Tiruvallur,

At that time the 36th Jeer of Ahebila Mutt sttained
ternal bliss without nominating his successor. In the
month of Thai in Hevilambi year on Sukla Ekadasi day,
‘the sishyas congregated at Perumbakkam Village where
the previous Alagiasingar was camping and decided
wnanimously to request the Pillaipakkam Swami to
ascend the Pestam as Alagiasingar.

The request made by Thattai Rangachariar, Thiru-
kudandai Chakrvarthiachariar {38th Alagizsingar) Parp-
thippattu Thiruvenkatachariar, etc. was accepted and the
Pillaipakkam Swami became the 37th Alagiasinger of
Sri Ahobila Mutt,
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After performing Aradhana to Lord Lakshmi
Narasimha for two or three days, he came to Thiruvallur
te worship Lord Veeraraghava in the Thai Brahmothsavam.
Inspite of requests by his disciples, he would not ascend
the palanquin and he toured all places on foor. After
the completion of Brahmothsavam of Lord Veera Raghava
he conducted Sahasra Kalasa Abhishekam for Lord
Lakshmi Narasimha. On this occasion he distributed
vasthrabahumana and dakshina to all the Bhagavathas.

In Tamil Vikari year, in the month of Chithirai, he
undertook a tour of South India in order to worship:
Nammalwar at Alwar Thirunagari. He performed his
Chathurmasya Sankalpa in Thiruvabindrapuram. While:
be was in Thiruvahindrapuram, sanskrit scholars like
Dharmapuri Satakopachariar, Sathavadhanam Anantha-
chariar, Devanathachariar and Chetlur Narasimbachariar,
used to form his Kalakshepa Goshti. 1t was only then
that Srimushnam Swarnam Krishnamachariar Swami and
Chakrvarthi Venkatachariar of Thirukkudandai (38th Jeer
of Ahobila Mutt) had their Kalakshepa on Sri Bhashyam
under this Swami. He used to have his daily madbyahnika
spanam in the well constructed by Sri Vedantha Desika im
Thiruvahindirapuram. A fterwards he would go to Lakshmi-
narasimhan Sannidhi for Mangalaharhi. After completing
his worship hz would take his Bhiksha,

After the Bhiksha the Swaml used to take up the
Kalakshepa on Rahasyathraya Sara. Tn the evening he
will have his snana in Garuda Nadi. After worshipping
Lord Devanatba and Desika he used to return to the

Mutt accompanied by a wvast retinue of disciples
recting Yathiraja Sapthathi. He stayed in the Thiru-
vahindirapuram till the Avathara Uthsavam of Sri-
Nigamaptha Maha Desika in the Tamil month of”
Pu:attasi. The following month he undertook the reno-
vation of the Avatharasthala of Sri Vedantba Desika
through the financial assistance, among others, ¢f Chakra-
varthi Venkatachariar (38th Jeer of Ahobila Mutt) and
Paruthipattu Thiruvenkatacbariar. After completing the
renovation work, he proceeded to Narasimhapuram
(near Swamimalsi in Thanjavur Dt) to celebrate the-
annual Thirunakshatram of his Acharva, the famous
Attipattu Alagiasingar.

Io Narasimhapuram, the Brindavanams of some of’
his Purvicharyas are there. The Swami, after his comple-
ting the * Nithyakarmanushtanam” in the tank, used to
warship at the Brindavanam. One day he expressed his
desire that if God blesged him, he would like to have his
Brindavanam also in that place amidst his Purvacharyas.
Immediately three Garudas circled in the sky when our
Swami was in dhyana.

He celebrated the Thirunakshatram of his Acharava
for ten days successfully Because of aruducus journey: .
by walk from Thiruvahindirapuram to Narasimbapuram,.
followed by strain or account of Thirunakshatra Uthsavam,
the Alagiasingar took ill. On the suggestion of some of”
his disciplies he took purgative. It had no effect; on the
other hand, the taking of purgative seemed to have
aggravated his illness. The deterioration ir his health-




‘caused anxiety to one and all. It was at that Jumeture
ithat Sri Chakravarthi Venkatachariar (38th Jeer of
Ahobila Mutt) requested to perform Upayanushtanam
for him. He requested him To have Sethu Sranam by
Pada Yathra before he could have Upayanushtava. Frem
the following day onwards, the health of *Sri Alagiasingar
‘started deteriorating, Srimushram Swarnam Krishnama-
~chariar dnd others had their Upayanushtanam performed
by our Swami, Thirukkudantdi Chakravarthi Venkata-
chariar who also came to know through telsgram about
the deteriorating state of heaith of the Alagiasingar
‘returned to Narasimhapuram even without Icompleting his
‘Sethusnanam and requested Pillaipakkam Alagiasingar to
perform Upayanushtanam for him. The request was
conceded and he performed Bhiarasamarpanam for Sri
‘Chakravarthi Venkatachariar Swami also. Even in his
weak state of health, so long as he did not los: memory,
‘he was reciting Prapathi Prayoga Vakjyas and Paduka
‘Sahasra slokas. He started sinking day by day. After
three or four days of his ailment he reached the eternaj
'bliss on Poornima day in the month of Margazhi in Vikari
Year.

A list of works written by this Great Acharya is given
below (to the extent known)

Sthema Darpanam
Vada Tharangini

1. Adeshamani with commentary
2. Adesa kousthubham

3. Acharya Sapthathi

4.

5

® e

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20

21.
22,
23,
24,
25.

~26.

xi

Yathiraja Bhoga

Yann Prakasa

Thathkrathu Nyaya Sara

Thathkrathu Nyaya Chulakam

Nyaya Siddhanjana Grantha Gandha
Dasa Dasi Samarthanam

Makaara raksha

Sthoona lingavinironaya

Ashadha Upakarma Anujnya
Taarartha Sara

Taarartha Sara Prabha

Thristhapi

Vedantha Desika Vaibhava Chandrika

i Mahadesika Vaibhava
Adivan Sathakopa Yatheendra Ma Bl

Sruthi Geetha Vyakhyanam
Argala Panchakam
Sariraka Suprabhatham
Vedantha Kousthabha Sara
Pattabhisheka Sreemukham
Vedantha Desika Malika
Goshti Natha Sthavam.
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